method and E. D. Hirsch's focus on authorial intent, 4 his work nonetheless shows an awareness of the variety of modern approaches to hermeneutics, such as the New Hermeneutic's emphasis on relevance. His willingness and ability to apply these hermeneutical approaches to Pentecostalism has been a hallmark of his work. He declares that "one does nothing more important in the formal training for Christian ministry than to wrestle with hermeneutics: the meaning and application of Scripture." Fee maintains that the specific hermeneutical issues faced by evangelicalism lie within its doctrine of inspiration. He notes that the evangelical commitment to seeing Scripture as both divine and human creates its own set of tensions. The intersection of the divine with the human produces far more ambiguities than some feel comfortable with.
The buck stops there, at the text and its intent, as to what is infallible. God did not choose to give us a series of timeless, non-culture-bound theological propositions to be believed and imperatives to be obeyed. Rather he chose to speak His eternal Word this way, in historically particular circumstances and in every kind of literary genre. God Himself, by the very way he gave us this Word, locked in the ambiguity. 6 In the debate between the natural unity and diversity of the text, Fee opts for what he terms the "radical middle." Our doctrine of inspiration suggests that Scripture inherently contains ambiguity, accommodation, and diversity, each to varying degrees. Since God chose to give us his word in this manner, our task is to hold each end of the spectrum-historical particularity and eternality-with equal vigor. While we cannot generate the absolute certainty so sought by the fundamentalists, we can nonetheless move toward a higher level of commonality. The way toward this higher level is found at the crucial point of authorial intentionality, both human and divine. The task of the exegete and theologian is to discover and hear the word in terms of God's original intent. Only then may we begin to ascertain its meaning for our own historical setting.
